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accompanied by the renewed assurance that Austria would never
separate from her alliance with Germany and Russia."1 But
Lord Odo Russell knew nothing of the secret treaty which had
just been signed in Vienna, he could only warn his Government
in general terms that the three Northern Powers were preparing
to deal with the situation created by the failure of the conference
by action among themselves. Similar warnings, too, came from
the Crown Prince, who wrote to tell the Queen what was
happening at Berlin. He warned the Queen, as Russell had done,
that "Here it has been resolved to side under all circumstances
with Russia."2

in

Bismarck's next move was to toy with the idea of an Anglo-
German convention. The whole incident is very obscure, but
the scanty evidence seems to indicate that he was so alarmed at
the threatening mobilization of French troops on her Eastern
frontier, and at the possibilities opened up by the position she
had manoeuvred to obtain at Constantinople, which might even
mean a regrouping of the Powers,3 that he decided to make over-
tures to Great Britain as a counterpoise to the Austro-Russian
agreement just concluded.4 Although the official despatches
contain no hint of such a scheme, Count Shuvalov certainly saw
a letter from Lord Odo Russell proposing an alliance. The letter
was sent by special carrier. It related that Bismarck, having
asked Lord Odo to call and see him, greeted him in a state of
great excitement, saying that the Russian circular went to prove
that Europe was insulted by the failure of the Conference and
that Gorchakov would therefore propose a collective coercion of
the Porte. Not being immediately interested, Bismarck's only
object was the maintenance of peace, and he wanted to know the
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*Dr. Japikse's conclusion that Eckardstein and Gorianov were mistaken in
thinking that Bismarck proposed an anti-French alliance in February 1877
must be revised in the light of this evidence. Japikse: Europa u. Bismarck's
Friedenspolitik, p.67. Shuvalov's despatch is corroborated from English
sources.